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At Rock Springs Nature Center 

41st Annual 
Festival of Spring 

 

BIRD BANDING  
8:00am – 10:00am   
InformaƟon Shelter north of parking lot  
Dr. Travis Wilcoxen, from Millikin University, 
will host a bird banding event in the area near 
the pavilions.  Learn about banding and see 
local song birds in person and up close. 
 

SPRING MIGRATION WALK 
9:00am  – 10:00am                                           
InformaƟon shelter, north of the parking lot          
Join us for a walk on the trails in search of early 
spring migrants as well as birds who are in 
Central Illinois year round.  Spring is a 
wonderful Ɵme to discover new birds.  Bring 
your own binoculars or borrow ours. 
 

SANGAMON RIVER CLEAN UP 
10:00am-12:00pm, RegistraƟon at 9:30am 
Meet at the Wyckles Road Canoe Launch 
Clean Up Event – Organized groups should call 
in advance so we can accommodate the size of 
your group: 217-423-7708. Co-sponsored by 
Community Environmental Council and Macon 
County ConservaƟon District 

 

BIRDS OF PREY SHOWS – Rock Springs Nature Center 
Greenberg Auditorium  
12:00pm, 1:30pm, or 3:00pm.  
Learn about and meet these predatory birds of prey 
with the Illinois Raptor Center. You can also watch 
LIVE at 1:30pm on the ConservaƟon District’s 
Facebook page. Provided by Decatur Audubon. 
 

WONDERFUL WILDFLOWERS WALK 
1:00am  – 2:00am  
Meet at the InformaƟon Shelter 
Enjoy a leisurely walk in the woods to discover early 
spring flowers.  
 
 

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION HIKE 
2:30pm - 3:30pm 
Meet at the InformaƟon shelter 
Enjoy a hike to celebrate nature and our amazing 
home planet. There is always something to discover. 
 

BOOK EXCHANGE 
12:00pm - unƟl books are gone                                          
InformaƟon Shelter Area 
Bring books to exchange. No books to trade? Just 
leave a small donaƟon for the books you take. 
 
 

MORNING AFTERNOON 

WAGON RIDES 
12:00pm - 3:30pm - first come, first served 
Meet at Nature Center South Entrance 
Enjoy a tour around the area in style! Free 
 

MISTER SOFTEE ICE CREAM 
3:00pm. to 4:00pm 

 Celebrate Spring with us! 
MORE ON THE BACK 

  An Earth Day CelebraƟon     
Saturday, April 23, 2022     8:00am to 4:00pm 
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OPEN HOUSE AT HOMESTEAD PRAIRIE FARM 
At Homestead Prairie Farm 
Tour the homestead and learn how people lived and 
survived in earlier days.  
 

HEIRLOOM GARDEN TOURS  
At Homestead Prairie Farm 
Tour the heirloom vegetable and herb gardens at 
Homestead Prairie Farm. You’ll have an opportunity 
to meet and ask quesƟons of expert Master          
Gardeners from the University of Illinois. 
 

MERCY GARDENS                                                                         
InformaƟon Shelter Area  
Mercy Gardens will have garden plants for sale. 
 

SCAVENGER HUNT 
Nature Center West Lawn 
Solve the riddles on the Discovery Trail.  
 

SPECIAL EXHIBITS AND BOOTHS 
InformaƟon Shelter/Picnic Area 

Decatur Audubon & Plants for Birds 
Macon County ConservaƟon District Summer 
Camp InformaƟon 
Glacier’s Edge Master Naturalist 
Macon County Soil and Water ConservaƟon          
District & MS4 Storm Water Safety 
Community Environmental Council 
Friends of Lincoln Trail Homestead State Park 
Bright Start 
Children’s Museum of Illinois 
Decatur Garden Club 
Boy Scouts of America 
Girl Scouts of the USA 

 
 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY PACKETS  
Browse informaƟon about local organizaƟons that 
work to benefit habitat, water, and wildlife. Each  
organizaƟon will have take-home acƟvity packets 
for children. Available first-come, first-served.  

AFTERNOON 12pm – 4pm 

 

Festival of Spring 
TICKETS TO TREASURES FOR KIDS                                                        
Nature Center East Entry                         
Kids ages 12 and under - get a Ɵcket and have it 
marked at events marked by the star.                       
Children will be awarded prizes when they turn in 
their Ɵckets.  
 

NATIVE GARDEN TOURS                                                                   
Nature Center East Entry 
NaƟve plants are very important to wildlife. Learn 
about naƟve plants which would be great for your 
garden. 
 

NEW ECOCENTER 
East Wing of Nature Center  
Visit the new exhibits to learn about conservaƟon 
and how you can help. 
 

EXHIBITS AND ART 
Nature Center  
North Wing Exhibit Hall  - Marvelous Milky Way 
North Hall—K Unruh Artwork 
South Hall—Jane P. Koenig Nature Photography 
 

PAINT NATURE WITH NATURE                                   
Pond Pavilion For all ages. Use nature’s paleƩe: 
flowers, leaves, stems, and even charcoal to paint 
a nature scene.  Provided by Decatur Audubon 
 

PLANT A SEED, WATCH IT GROW                                                       
InformaƟon Shelter Area                                                                 
Master Gardeners will help children plant their 
own seeds to take home and grow.  
 

CANOE RODEO                                                        
CaƩail Ponds - East of Picnic Area 
Learn the basics of canoeing. Register and pay fee 
at CaƩail Ponds. Recommended for adults and 
children ages 5 and up. All children must be            
accompanied by an adult. FEE: $3 per person 
 

RESTORATION STATION 
Picnic Area   
Come check out the equipment used by the            
Macon County ConservaƟon District’s Natural           
Resources Department. Learn how to make an  
impact by joining the ConservaƟon District’s       
volunteer restoraƟon team. 
 
 

 
 

Co-sponsored by Decatur Audubon and  
Macon County Conservation District 
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The Macon County Soil and Water Conservation District is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.  
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital/family status. 
(Not all prohibited basis apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-
2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington D.C., 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an 
equal opportunity employer.  

 

Macon County Soil & Water Conservation District 
3342 N President Howard Brown Blvd. 

Decatur, IL 62521-6207 
217-877-5670 Ext 3 

 
 
 
 
         May 22, 2023 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
         Macon County Soil and Water has been in contact with Amy Mckinney with Macon 
County Environmental Management several times over the last month to give the event 
numbers for the annual MS4 report.   Macon County Soil and Water has taken care of the 
education events for MS4 over the last several years and completed those events for 2022 
as well. However, the district has suffered staffing issues over the last 4 months and can 
not produce the exact numbers for these events.  The board of directors has searched the 
files and computers of the employees that kept these records, and they cannot be found 
unfortunately.  We know the events were completed just are lacking the impact numbers.  
The district is planning to meet with the MS4 group to make a plan so that we don’t have 
this in the future.  Thank you for your understanding and the board hopes to avoid this 
issue in the future.  
 
 
 
Chase Brown 
 
Chase Brown 
 Chairman of the Board 
 Macon County Soil and Water 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




